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Executive Summary

The Amendment to the Nationality Law of Japan in 2009 opened a way for
children born from a Japanese father and a foreigner mother to acquire Japanese
nationality through recognition by the father after birth, even when the couple is not
legally married.

The Philippines started to send numerous single women as entertainers to
Japan since the latter half of 1980’s. Today, children born from these women outside of
legal marriages with Japanese fathers are said to be in the tens of thousands or more
and residing in the Philippines. They are called Japanese-Filipino Children (JFC).

Interviews with 10 JFC and 9 mothers of JFC were conducted. The results of
the study show that the women who had worked in Japan as entertainers had difficult
lives with their JFC in the Philippines after they returned home. Therefore, since the
amendment of the Nationality Law, they have been recruited to work in Japan through
agencies that would lend expenses for airfare and arrange for their work in places such
as welfare institutions, food processing factories and Philippine pubs.

They were charged a high price for the acquisition of Japanese nationality, for
airfare and other extremely high expenses, which were deducted from their already low
salary. They had additional problems such as (1) they have their passports confiscated
by the Japanese manpower agencies while debt payment; (2) if the JFC are over 15
years of age upon arrival, they are considered as over-age for junior high school
education in Japan; (3) the JFC mothers, who have their visa status of “long-term
resident” as a parent having custody of a minor, lose their residential status when a
child reaches 20 years of age; (4) upon their return to Japan, the JFC would lose their
ties with Filipino relatives such as grandparents, step-father, step-sister/brother; (5)
JFC face difficulties in integrating into Japanese society and reuniting with the
Japanese fathers. These are among the numerous problems they face.

The impact of the amendment to the Nationality Law in 2009 on JFC and
their mothers requires extensive research on a much larger scale and the
establishment of policies and programs for their integration into Japanese society is of

utmost importance.
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